The question of my identity is hard for me to understand; on one hand, when I consider myself an Indian, and I say this, the Indian says, "Who do you think you are: you are nothing but a white man.' And when I consider myself a white man, talk or act like one, the white man says to me, 'Who in the hell do you think you are? You're nothing but a damned Indian.' I am a man caught in the vacuum of two cultures with neither fully accepting me. 1 -Stan Daniels, President of the Metis Association of Alberta
The population of non-status aboriginals has been estimated to be between 200,000 to two million 2 . Both the federal and provincial governments deny responsibility of jurisdiction over them. They have been lost and forgotten through the cracks of the Canadian federation. This is the story of non-status aboriginals in Canada. This paper will explain the significance surrounding the issue of status and how it has will also be examined and its failure to address this issue. This paper will therefore argue that non-status aboriginals are in fact the jurisdictional responsibility of the federal government not that of the provinces and it is they who suffer the consequences.
Implications of Status
To begin, one must understand how this situation has unfolded and why an entire body of people claiming to be of aboriginal ancestry has been denied federal recognition of status. It is the inherent right of every Canadian aboriginal to have status and is the sole avenue for their recognition as a distinct culture and peoples. This gives them a specific identity and benefits in the Canadian federation unique to any other Canadian citizen. In the early 1800's when the federal government began creating reserves for Indians they had to decide who would be eligible to live there and the situation of status was born. At first, the category was broad but later was revised and limited to those who have Indian blood or if their male predecessor was Indian. 3 Today the government of Canada defines a status aboriginal as follows: "The federal Indian Act defines an Indian as a person who is registered as an Indian or is entitled to be registered as an Indian." 4 This definition is vague, obscure, has led to much confusion and the beginning of the status quagmire. Only those who have been registered in the federal Indian registrar can be identified as status Indians. However, many were left out of this due process during the initial phases of assigning status; many aboriginals were either absent, ill-informed or unaware of their need to register. Federal registration was described as a quick process carried out with negligible consultation. 5 
Enfranchisement

Importance of Status
The quest for gaining status as an aboriginal in Canada is important to aboriginals for many reasons. The federal government will avoid assuming full responsibility on these matters even when historically, and to a certain point, legally, it has the primary responsibility or jurisdiction on our issues…provincial government and the latter will invoke that it is not its responsibility to address the resolution of conflicts on aboriginal rights. 23 Since the Constitution Act of 1982, the federal government has now redefined its concern among some provinces 28 in terms of funding and resources. This distress is reflected by the claim of the provinces that as a result of lack of funding on reserves by the federal government, Part of the pressure derives from the increasing tempo of Indian migration from reserves to urban centers…The result is that growing proportion of the Indian population is becoming a provincial responsibility by virtue of its dependence on provincial and municipal agencies for services and facilities. 32
To explain this phenomenon of urban migration, the provinces continue to claim that they end up paying to solve problems caused by inadequate federal services on reserves. 33 Provinces, unless given the appropriate jurisdiction of responsibility over non-status aboriginals, cannot assume sole responsibility for the further progress of their Indian citizens.
They have neither the constitutional responsibility nor the financial means for the job. 34 As long as the federal government denies their responsibility for non-status aboriginals, the provincial government will continue to lack the appropriate resources to respond and it is the non-status aboriginals who will carry on suffering.
The Metis and non-status aboriginals make it clear as well that they are not "citizens like any other" 35 . As Rick Ponting notes in his book Arduous Journey, it would be inherently assimilative for one to claim them to possess equal status to that of special status which they should be eligible to claim. 36 There needs to be a clear cut definitive solution to this problem.
Cities, municipalities and provinces cannot adequately address the needs of these citizens as they lack extra funding. However, there has been minimal acknowledgement by the federal government despite their intervention on behalf of the non-status and Metis population.
Well intentioned, yet this was done without according them special status. 37 To compensate for the inadequacies of the federal government, municipal governments, local agencies in cities with large aboriginal populations have created consultative committees which work with groups and co-operative projects to address some of their issues. 38 These special programs and funding have been designed and allotted to the aggrieved groups in a similar manner to that of funding for ethnic organizations through multicultural programs. Aboriginals are not aggregates of individuals; they perceive themselves to be "cultural collectives that 35 Daniels, Loc. Cit., p. 20 . 36 Ponting, Loc. Cit., p. 237. 37 Daniels, Loc. Cit., p. 20. 38 Prince, Loc. Cit., p. 157. deserve proper recognition. 39 These preliminary efforts, however, are only a 'bandaid' solution unable to heal a larger systemic predicament. Moreover, the lack of federal support has not been remedied by limited federal efforts reflected in the introduction and approval of Bill C-31; the only piece of legislation that has been passed which attempts to help solve this confusing dilemma.
Bill C-31: The "Abocide" Bill
Bill C-31 was passed on the 28 th of C-31 is the gateway to a world in which some Indians are more equal than others. It establishes two 'classes' of Indians: full Indians registered under 6.1 and half Indians under 6.2. These classes have unequal 42 Megan Fury, Jill Wherrett, Loc. Cit., p.5. 43 Michelle Mann. Indian Registration: Unrecognized and Unstated Paternity (Ottawa Policy Research Fund, 2005) , p. 5. 44 Congress of Aboriginal Peoples, Between Us It's a Question of Fairness. Loc. Cit., p. 2. 45 Assembly of First Nations rights: they differ in their ability to pass Indian Status to children. 46 This second-generation cut-off rule therefore means that there would be a loss of status after two successive generations of parenting by non-Indians.
Paradoxically, Bill C-31 has increased the population of urban aboriginals and has further complicated the jurisdictional problem concerning them. Such confusion has occurred as the population of off-reserve status aboriginals residing in urban centers doubled between 1981 and 1991. 47 Subsequently, due to the increase of pressure on cities because of urban migration, further provincial and municipal resources will need to be allocated despite the lack of currently existing financial revenues. The federal government provides per capita $7, 439 for aboriginals living on reserve as compared to $539. 48 The disparity and inequality of payments in combination of urban migration resonate loud and clear. Such demands must force the federal and provincial governments to acknowledge and address these demographic changes to urban centers. 46 Mann, Loc. Cit., p. 3. 47 Fury, Wherrett, Loc. Cit., p. 7. 48 
Conclusion
There is no credible reason why such a large population of aboriginals continues to be denied recognition of their aboriginal status. 
